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LAUNCHES SPEAK LOUDER THAN WORDS

Arianespace is living up to its unofficial motto: “launches speak louder 

than words.” In the past 12 months, Ariane 5s performed nine missions 

that orbited 17 payloads – consisting of 16 telecommunications satellites 

and the first Automated Transfer Vehicle for the International Space 

Station. These flights lofted a combined total payload weight of 75,430 kg. 

Arianespace is ready to put its unmatched launch tempo to work for you.

The tempo of success

www.arianespace.com

VNPT
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Welcome to the Land of Enchantment!

You are here because you want to profit – first by learning more about our industry, and then by applying what you 
learn to your involvement in the personal and commercial space business. No one goes into a venture expecting to lose 
money, and you wouldn’t be here at our conference in New Mexico if you didn’t firmly believe that our industry is going 
to grow and prosper over the coming years. Our goal in the next two days is to give you a return on the time, money and 
energy you are investing to attend our event.

The personal and commercial spaceflight business is a global industry operating in a vibrant environment. This 
environment is currently even more dynamic in view of the turmoil currently shaking the world’s economies. This rapidly 
evolving commercial environment tests everyone’s organizational adaptability. But a major advantage of being a young 
industry is the ability to shift with markets and economic conditions. This flexibility will enable us to survive and prosper 
as long as we continually strive to learn more about the challenges and changing environment of our business. 

The goal of our industry is to expand the availability of safe, affordable, reliable access to space for mankind. ISPCS 
2008 brings together not only vehicle developers, spaceport developers and regulatory agencies from across the globe, 
but also the research universities and professional associations that support industrial health and diversity. Sponsoring 
companies are critical to our work and are worthy of our support. They share their profits to enrich our experience. When 
you have the opportunity, please offer your personal “Thank you” to the sponsors at our conference.

Like all developing industries, ours has experienced both successes and failures and 2008 was no exception. Over the 
next few days we will collectively celebrate another year in business, review lessons learned from the past year, and 
gain a clear view of where our vibrant industry is headed in 2009. While profit is a necessary component of long term 
success, it is not the only way to measure progress in our industry. Let’s celebrate our successes and our failures as part 
of the long continuum taking mankind into space.

Even if you are not directly involved in the space industry, your participation at our conference is essential for your 
collaboration, discussion, interaction and feedback. Proceeds from ISPCS are reinvested in the industry in the form 
of funded summer internships for companies involved in personal and commercial spaceflight. You will hear from the 
interns about their experiences. For the next two days, each of us will be surrounded by tremendous intellectual capital, 
experience, youth, energy and wisdom -- and last, but not least, the beauty of our New Mexico setting. Enjoy your time 
here. There is a bounty for the taking. 

I am grateful to each and every person joining us as members of the audience, speakers, sponsors, students and staff.  
I am thankful for the rekindling of the inner spirit that working on these symposia brings to my life.

Patricia Hynes
Chair
International Symposium for Personal and Commercial Spaceflight

Event organizer New Mexico Space Grant Consortium (NMSGC) is a member of the congressionally funded National Space 
Grant College and Fellowship Program which is administered by the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA).  
For more information about NMSGC visit http://spacegrant.nmsu.edu

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR
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7:30 am – 8:30 am Breakfast

8:30 am – 9:20 am Welcome Address
Pat Hynes, Waded Cruzado, Patricia Grace Smith

9:20 am – 10:00 am Keynote Address
Gary Payton

10:00 am – 10:30 am Break

10:30 am – 12:00 pm Key Issues Related to the Eventual Success and Evolution of 
Vehicle Systems for Suborbital Human and Material Transportation
Bob Dickman, Tom Burton, Jeff Greason, Kevin Bowcutt, George Nield, 
Enrico Palermo, Hugues LAPORTE-WEYWADA, Michael Blum

12:00 pm – 1:30 pm Lunch
Acknowledgement of International Visitors

1:30 pm – 3:00 pm Key Issues Related to Evolution of Orbital Vehicles for  
Human Rated Spaceflight
Bob Dickman, Tom Burton, George Sowers, Gwynne Shotwell,  
Clay Mowry, Robert Richards, Anousheh Ansari

3:00 pm – 3:30 pm Break

3:30 pm – 4:30 pm One on One with Lon Rains, Editor of Space News
Lon Rains, Diane Murphy, Robert Walker 

4:30 pm – 4:40 pm The Power of Prizes
Ken Davidian

4:40 pm – 5:00 pm Tourism and Creativity Meet for Profit
Michael Cerletti, Special Guest

5:00 pm – 6:30 pm Reception

6:30 pm – 8:00 pm Dinner

8:00 pm – 10:00 pm After Hours Hospitality

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 22 AGENDA
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7:30 am – 8:30 am Breakfast

8:30 am – 8:50 am Welcome Address
Pat Hynes

8:50 am – 9:00 am Report from Global Spaceport Federation Meeting

9:00 am – 9:30 am Keynote Address
David Baylor

9:30 am – 10:30 am How Do Associations Stimulate Space Business?
Klaus Dannenberg, George Whitesides, Marty Hauser,  
Peter Diamandis, Michael Beavin

10:30 am – 11:00 am Break

11:00 am – 12:00 pm How New Space Takes Advantage of Research  
University Capabilities
Alan Ladwig, Michael Simpson, Jeffrey Sutton, Douglas Comstock,  
Luke Davis

12:00 pm – 1:30 pm Lunch

1:30 pm – 2:00 pm Personal Spaceflight Industry Indicators
Jim Hayhoe, Carissa Bryce Christensen, Brett Alexander,  
Michael Blum, Korey Hosack

2:00 pm – 3:00 pm The Astronaut Training Experience
Dan Barry, Peter Diamandis, William F. Mitchell, Barden Cleeland

3:00 pm – 3:30 pm Break

3:30 pm – 5:00 pm Positioning for Profit: Developing Business for Spaceports
Steve Landeene, Pat McCarthy, Bengt Jaegtnes, Clay Mowry,  
Robert Wyatt, Doug Weathers, Tom Koslowski (invited), Terri Griffin

5:00 pm Closing Comments

AGENDA THURSDAY, OCTOBER 23
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7:30 am

Breakfast and Registration
sponsored by CALCULEX

8:30 am

Welcome Address

• Pat Hynes, ISPCS Chair

• Waded Cruzado, President, New Mexico State University

• Patricia Grace Smith, Moderator

9:20 am

Keynote Address
sponsored by Air Force Research Lab

• Gary Payton, Deputy Under Secretary of the Air Force, Space Systems

Description
Review DoD’s increased reliance on space. Discuss DoD’s need for Operationally Responsive Space and how 
commercial initiatives can support this need with short notice, lower-cost, high reliability access to space. Discuss DoD’s 
need to leverage and capitalize on civil and commercial space capabilities.

10:00 am

Break
sponsored by Spaceport Sweden

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 22



7

10:30 am

Key Issues Related to the Eventual Success and Evolution of  
Vehicle Systems for Suborbital Human and Material Transportation
sponsored by El Paso Electric Company

Session Overview
Since the early sixties, men have been flying successful suborbital missions. In the three years since the first International 
Symposium for Personal Spaceflight in 2005, a number of viable vehicle systems and mission profiles for suborbital 
human and material transportation have emerged. We hope to see the first suborbital space tourism flights before the 
decade ends. The panelists in this session represent the technical, business, regulatory, and customer sides of the 
suborbital space enterprise. These distinguished panelists are uniquely qualified to discuss the current state and future 
of sub-orbital access to space, who is prepared now to fly, what the business cases are and how the regulatory agencies 
are positioned to help expand the capacity for companies to succeed as they build this industry. 

Each panelist will make brief remarks summarizing positions on one or two of the three topics listed below. This will 
be followed by a moderated discussion. The intent of this session is to inform each other and the audience about the 
similarities and differences in viewpoints that exist related to the topics listed below. There will be 15 – 20 minutes at the 
end for audience questions. This session will be a round table discussion intended to bring out various points of view on 
several important topics related to the suborbital business: 

• Safety considerations and requirements for launch and flight

• Point to Point transportation

• The passenger experience based on flight profile

• Strategic Directions

Session Moderator
Bob Dickman, Executive Director, American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics (AIAA) 

Session Chair
Tom Burton, Department Head, Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering, New Mexico State University

Panelists

•  Jeff Greason, President, XCOR

•  Kevin Bowcutt, Chief Scientist, Boeing Phantom Works

•  George Nield, Associate Administrator for Commercial Space Transportation, FAA

•  Enrico Palermo, Operations Executive, Virgin Galactic 

•  Hugues LAPORTE-WEYWADA, Senior Vice President, Deputy Chief Technical Officer, EADS ASTRIUM

•  Michael Blum, Founder & Managing Director, Repulse Bay Capital Ltd. & Co-President & CCO, Research Edge

12:00 pm

Lunch
Acknowledgement of International Visitors by Ambassador Delano Lewis

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 22
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1:30 pm

Key Issues Related to Evolution of Orbital Vehicles  
for Human Rated Spaceflight
sponsored by El Paso Electric Company and Exploration Architecture Corporation (XARC)

Session Overview
The first three International Symposia for Personal Spaceflight have focused on personal suborbital space tourism. In 
this fourth symposium the scope is being extended to personal and commercial orbital space flight. The panelists in 
this session represent the technical, business, and customer sides of the orbital space enterprise. These distinguished 
panelists are uniquely qualified to discuss the current state and future of orbital access to space, who is prepared now 
to fly, what the business cases are, and the future of collaboration between government and commercial entities. Each 
panelist will make brief remarks summarizing positions on one or two of the topics listed below. This will be followed 
by a moderated discussion. The intent of this session is to inform each other and the audience about the similarities 
and differences in viewpoints that exist related to the topics listed below. There will be 15 – 20 minutes at the end for 
audience questions. This session will be a round table discussion intended to bring out various points of view on several 
important topics related to the suborbital business:

• Safety considerations and requirements for launch and flight 

• Point to Point transportation 

• The passenger experience 

• Cooperation between government and commercial enterprises

• Strategic Directions – as time permits

Session Moderator
Bob Dickman, Executive Director, American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics (AIAA) 

Session Chair
Tom Burton, Department Head, Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering, New Mexico State University

Panelists

•  George Sowers, Vice President, United Launch Alliance

•  Gwynne Shotwell, Vice President, Business Development, SpaceX

•  Clay Mowry, President, Arianespace USA

•  Robert Richards, Vice President and COTS/CRS Program Director, Orbital Sciences

•  Anousheh Ansari, Space Ambassador Chief Executive Officer, Chairman & Co-founder Prodea Systems, Inc.

3:00 pm

Break
sponsored by Sierra County Economic Development Organization

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 22
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3:30 pm

One on One with Lon Rains, Editor of Space News
sponsored by Aerojet

Session Overview
Lon Rains conducts live one-on-one interviews with industry leaders to talk about the future and potential of NewSpace 
and the ways the private sector can jump start the expansion of human exploration. These interviews will highlight the 
power of ideas and entrepreneurship to bring space closer to the average citizen.

Session Moderator
Lon Rains, Editor in Chief/ Vice-President of Trade Publishing, Space News

Panelists

•  Diane Murphy, Vice President, Marketing and Communications, SpaceX

•  Robert Walker, Chairman, Wexler and Walker Public Policy Associates

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 22
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4:30 pm

The Power of Prizes

Session Overview
Prizes with the goal of stimulating the NewSpace industry are a popular tool being used by governments, for-profit 
companies, and non-profit organizations alike. The beneficial aspects of prizes, both narrow and broad, may be widely 
accepted, but are extremely difficult to prove to “non-believers” being asked to provide funding for the purse. Assuming for 
a moment that the purse-providing skeptics can be sufficiently converted, what is the ultimate point of all these prizes?

Ken Davidian, ESMD Commercial Development Policy Lead, NASA

4:40 pm

Tourism and Creativity Meet for Profit
sponsored by New Mexico Department of Tourism

Session Participants

•  Michael Cerletti, Cabinet Secretary, New Mexico Tourism Department

•  Special guest of Secretary Cerletti 

5:00 pm

Reception
sponsored by AIAA

6:30 pm

Dinner
sponsored by X PRIZE Foundation

•  Flamenco Dancers

•  Acknowledgment of Spaceport Directors

•  Anousheh Ansari, Space Ambassador Chief Executive Officer, Chairman & Co-founder Prodea Systems, Inc.

8:00 pm

After Hours Hospitality at Hotel Encanto
sponsored by City of Las Cruces and Las Cruces Convention & Visitors Bureau

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 22
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All of us in the aerospace profession 
can recall a moment in time when  
flight and space captured our 
imagination and never let go. At AIAA, 
we share that passion.

AIAA is the world’s largest technical 
society devoted to the global aerospace 
profession. With more than 35,000 
individual members and 70 corporate 
members, we bring together industry, 
academia, and government to  
advance engineering and science in 
aviation, space, and defense. 

At AIAA, we are proud to support the 
dreams, pursuits, and accomplishments 
of all in our profession. 

To learn more, visit  
www.aiaa.org/ShareYourStory
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7:30 am

Breakfast
sponsored by VERGE Fund

8:30 am

Welcome Address
Pat Hynes, ISPCS Chair

8:50 am

Report from Global Spaceport Federation Meeting

9:00 am

Keynote Address

•  David Baylor, Secretary General, North American Broadcasters Association

Mr. Baylor will provide insight into the broadcast industry’s use of telecommunications satellites. His overview will include 
satellite newsgathering, sports, and distribution. His focus will be a case study of DIRECTV, where he was a founding 
member of the leadership team.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 23
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THURSDAY, OCTOBER 23

9:30 am

How Do Associations Stimulate Space Business?
sponsored by EADS Astrium

Session Overview
Stimulating Space Business - To have a viable market for space products and services, a healthy base of providers and 
customers is needed. Ideally this base will develop naturally at the grass roots level. However, much can be done to 
stimulate that market. 

This panel consists of leaders of key organizations interested in developing the commercial space market including the 
Department of Commerce and several aerospace non profit associations. The panel will discuss what they are doing and 
what else should be done to stimulate space business and develop a commercial marketplace that complements the 
global government markets.

Session Chair 
Klaus Dannenberg, Chief Strategy and Information Officer, AIAA

Panelists

•  George Whitesides, Executive Director, National Space Society

•  Marty Hauser, Vice President, Washington Operations, Research & Analysis, The Space Foundation

•  Peter H. Diamandis, MD, Founder & Chairman, X PRIZE Foundation 

•  Michael Beavin, Senior Program Analyst, Department of Commerce, Office of Space Commercialization

10:30 am

Break
sponsored by Jacobs Technology



14

11:00 am

How New Space Takes Advantage of Research University Capabilities: 
The Role Universities Have and Will Play in Growing the Next Generation  
of Space Entrepreneurs, Researchers and Technologists

Session Overview
Since the beginning of the Space Age, the Nation’s colleges and universities have played a key role in advancing 
scientific knowledge and technical innovations. The partnership that was forged during the Apollo program between  
the government-industry-university sectors is routinely cited as an example of management and institutional excellence. 
The panel will focus on mechanisms to facilitate a similar collaborative and mutually beneficial relationship between  
New Space companies and the university research community.

Session Moderator
Alan Ladwig, Manager of Space Systems Consultancy, Whitney, Bradley, & Brown

Panelists

•  Michael Simpson, President, International Space University

•  Jeffrey P. Sutton, M.D., Ph.D., President and Institute Director, National Space Biomedical Research Institute

•  Douglas Comstock, Director of the Innovative Partnership Program, NASA

•  Luke Davis, ISPCS Intern, Spaceport America

12:00 pm

Lunch
sponsored by Space Foundation

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 23
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1:30 pm

Personal Spaceflight Industry Indicators
sponsored by Village of Hatch and Space Lifestyle Magazine

Session Overview
One of the main characteristics of leading indicators is their ability to predict change in activity. A leading indicator must 
not only lead a market segment in a business cycle, but also be able to accurately predict its turning points. While no 
specific Commercial Space Index currently exists, the objective of our panel will be to present four perspectives of the 
market segment to help predict position in its business cycle.

Session Moderator
Jim Hayhoe, President, Spaceport America Consultants LLC

Panelists

•  Carissa Bryce Christensen, Managing Partner, Tauri Group and Brett Alexander, President, Personal Spaceflight 
Federation, and Executive Director for Space, X PRIZE Foundation

•  Michael Blum, Founder & Managing Director, Repulse Bay Capital Ltd. & CCO, Research Edge

•  Korey Hosack, ISPCS Intern, Microgravity Enterprises

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 23
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2:00 pm

The Astronaut Training Experience

Session Overview 
We will discuss astronaut training from the perspective of career astronauts and space flight participants.  
Specific areas include the following: 

•  Zero-G flight as a training element

•  G forces and centrifuge experiences as training elements

•  Timeline development

•  Psychological preparedness 

We will also discuss how the training elements fit into the Space Adventures Orbital Flight program (Soyuz to ISS for 12 
days), the Rocket Racing League, and sub-orbital space flight, including data obtained up to this point and feedback 
from participants.

Session Moderator
Dan Barry, MD. Ph.D., Astronaut and President, Denbar Robotics

Panelists

•  Peter H. Diamandis, MD, Founder & Chairman, X PRIZE Foundation and Chairman & Chief Executive Officer, Zero-G 
Corporation

•  William F. Mitchell, CEO & President, ETC and CEO, NASTAR Center

•  Barden Cleeland, ISPCS Intern, Personal Spaceflight Federation

3:00 pm

Break
sponsored Special Aerospace Services

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 23
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3:30 pm

Positioning for Profit:  
Developing Business for Spaceports
sponsored by New Mexico Spaceport Authority and New Mexico Economic Development Partnership

Session Overview
This session will provide unique insights into Spaceport business models and explore business opportunities 
surrounding spaceport installations and associated marketing strategies including: 

•  Steve Landeene of Spaceport America, Pat McCarthy of Space Florida, Bengt Jaegtnes of Progressum at Spaceport 
Sweden and Clay Mowry of Arianespace will provide insight into their strategy and approach to enabling low cost 
access to space. 

•  Tom Koslowski, Partner in the Entertainment Development Group will use Spaceport America as a case study to 
discuss how an overall development strategy, which includes surrounding communities, can result in a business model 
that delivers superior profitability. 

•  Rob Wyatt, Partner, Entertainment Development Group, will focus on Spaceport America’s attraction factors and the 
potential benefits within the overall development. 

•  Terri Griffin, President of Albers Inc., will conclude the session by presenting a possible marketing strategy for 
Spaceport America.

Session Moderator
Steve Landeene, Executive Director, Spaceport America

Panelists

•  Pat McCarthy, Director of Spaceport Operations, Space Florida

•  Bengt Jaegtnes, Chief Executive Officer, Progressum

•  Clay Mowry, President, Arianespace USA

•  Robert Wyatt, Partner, Entertainment Development Group

•  Doug Weathers, ISPCS intern, Spaceport America

•  Tom Koslowski, Partner, Entertainment Development Group (invited)

•  Terri Griffin, President, Albers, Inc.

5:00 pm

Closing Comments

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 23



18

Proceeds from the International Symposium for Personal and Commercial Spaceflight (ISPCS) are used to support 
student co-ops and internships with companies/facilities in the personal and commercial spaceflight industry. The 
purpose of the internship program is to introduce undergraduate and graduate students to the work involved in the 
personal and commercial spaceflight industries under the guidance of industry mentors/personnel. Students are fully 
funded ($6,000 for ten weeks) and provided a travel stipend. Payment is made directly to students. Students must  
be provided a safe working environment and be given work related to their field of study by participating companies. 

Summer internships and co-ops provide students an opportunity to learn how to apply what they have been studying. 
Developing the workforce to build this industry is one more way ISPCS is helping the industry grow. 

If you believe you can place an ISPCS student intern in your company or if you have a student you would like to  
recruit for your internship with ISPCS funding, please contact Judy McShannon, jmcshann@nmsu.edu. 

ISPCS would like to recognize its 2008 interns and their host companies:

•  Katharine Bailey (Boston University) National Space Society: Worked on the Space Ambassador Program, an 
international outreach program that allows volunteers to communicate the value of space research and exploration to 
their local communities. Also assisted with several events including the International Space Development Conference, 
and NewSpace 2008 

•  Barden Cleeland (Massachusetts Institute of Technology) Personal Spaceflight Federation: Researched concerns 
and priorities for medical issues related to spaceflight and mitigation for these concerns through training, screening, 
and medical intervention. Attended the International Space Development Conference (ISDC) and NewSpace 2008 
Conference. 

•  Luke Davis (International Space University) Spaceport America: Organized the Global Spaceport Federation meeting, 
conducted a SWOT analysis and attended several events for Spaceport America including the legislative financial 
oversight committee’s meeting, Alien and UFO Festival in Roswell, and Chili Works in Albuquerque.

•  Keith Griego (University of New Mexico) Santa Fe Rocket Racing: completed the Santa Fe Rocket Racing Team 
Website and Myspace Page, and completed power point presentations and a marketing plan, which will help generate 
corporate sponsorships.

•  Korey Hosack (University of New Mexico) Microgravity Enterprises: compiled experiments to be flown in microgravity.

•  Alexander Parker (Pennsylvania State University) The Space Foundation: Worked with the Interactive Media team to 
develop and launch various websites and content management systems that support the Space Foundation’s annual 
space symposia. The Interactive Media team manages 31 company-operated websites, and develops and maintains 
the company-wide content management system that provides content for the websites. 

•  Doug Weathers (New Mexico State University) Spaceport America: Created a system, using Microsoft Excel, that 
can help Spaceport America to make predictions of the windspeed at the site of Spaceport America. Different launch 
vehicles have different windspeed requirements, and a system that can provide some hint of what the weather might 
be like on a given day, or a given number of hours in the future, is essential to safe and timely space launches. 

ISPCS INTERNS PROGRAM
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Aerojet
P.O. Box 13222 
Sacramento, CA 95813
www.aerojet.com

Aerojet is recognized as a world leader in the Aerospace 
and Defense markets, specializing in propulsion 
solutions for space and missile systems along with 
defense armaments. Aerojet has a distinguished track 
record of success in space and defense systems and 
proudly provides our customers, both government and 
commercial, with propulsion solutions utilizing solid, liquid, 
gel, airbreathing, and electrical propellant technologies. 
Through our lean manufacturing techniques and 
commitment to operational excellence, as proven by our 
dedicated employees and Centers of Excellence, Aerojet is 
able to produce a highly reliable and affordable propulsion 
solution to fit any of our customers’ requirements. Aerojet 
produces a large array of motors and engines from the 
main engines used on NASA launch vehicles to small bi- 
and mono-propellant thrusters used in station-keeping 
systems. Aerojet has over 3,100 employees in thirteen 
states. Aerojet is headquartered in Sacramento, California, 
with our main divisions located in Washington, Virginia, 
Tennessee, and Arkansas.

American Institute of Aeronautics  
and Astronautics (AIAA)
1801 Alexander Bell Dr., Suite 500
Reston, VA 20191
www.aiaa.org

AIAA: The World’s Forum for Aerospace Leadership.

Air Force Research Lab
3550 Aberdeen Avenue SE 
Kirtland AFB, NM 87117
www.kirtland.af.mil/afrl_vs/

Space Vehicles Directorate - The Air Force Research 
Laboratory’s Space Vehicles Directorate develops and 
transitions space technologies for more effective, more 
affordable warfighter missions. Primary mission thrusts 
include Space-Based Surveillance (space to space and 
space to ground) and Space Capability Protection (protecting 
space assets from man-made and natural effects). 

The directorate also leverages commercial, civil and other 
government resources that ensure America’s defense 
advantage. Primary focus areas include: radiation-
hardened electronics, space power, space structures 
and control, space-based sensing, space environmental 
effects, autonomous maneuvering and balloon and satellite 
flight experiments.

Directed by Col Bradley J. Smith, the directorate is 
located at Kirtland Air Force Base, N.M. and is comprised 
of a team of nearly 1,000 military, federal, and contract 
employees, with an annual budget of approximately 
$378 million. The organization also operates a division at 
Hanscom Air Force Base, Mass., and a research site near 
Gakona, Alaska.

CALCULEX
132 W. Las Cruces Ave
Las Cruces New Mexico 88001
www.calculex.com

CALCULEX designs and manufactures state of the 
art electronics for military, aerospace and commercial 
markets. CALCULEX solid state flight data recorders are 
used worldwide in mission critical applications including 
USAF’s 46th Test Wing at Eglin AFB, Boeing F-18 flight 
testing for the US Navy, Lockheed Martin F-22 and Airbus 
A330 flight test program and reconnaissance programs at 
Recon/Optical and ELOP.

EXHIBITOR INFORMATION
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DMJM Aviation
5863 Habanero Drive
Las Cruces, NM 88012
www.dmjmaviation.com

DMJM Aviation is the premier A&E firm in the aviation 
and aerospace industry. As designers and program 
managers for Spaceport America, we played a key role 
in development of the project scope and our integrated 
working relationship with the Spaceport America team was 
a key to the success of critical milestones. 

DMJM Aviation holds the leading position in the aviation 
industry. We have the experienced staff and abilities 
necessary to respond to our clients’ needs for projects 
ranging from site programming, program management, or 
ground-up engineering for new site development.

EADS ASTRIUM
66, route de verneuil
78 133 Les Mureaux cedex France
www.astrium.com

EADS ASTRIUM is the European leader in space 
technology and number 3 on a global scale. It gathers 
three entities:

Space Transportation

•   Complete range of launchers, manned spaceflight  
and re-entry systems

•   Sole prime contractor for Ariane 5 system

Satellites
Satellites and ground systems/infrastructure/ 
space equipment

Services
Commercial and military satellite based services

FAA/Commercial Space Transportation
800 Independence Ave, SW, Room 331
Washington, DC 20591
http://ast.faa.gov

The Office of Commercial Space Transportation regulates 
the commercial space transportation industry, to ensure 
compliance with international obligations of the United 
States and to protect the public health and safety, safety of 
property, and national security and foreign policy interests 
of the United States; and encourages, facilitates, and 
promotes commercial space launches and reentries by the 
private sector.

Hotel Encanto de Las Cruces
705 South Telshor Boulevard
Las Cruces NM 88011
www.HotelEncanto.com

Hotel Encanto de Las Cruces is Southern New Mexico’s 
premier full-service hotel with 203 luxurious guest rooms 
combined with 10,000 square feet of meeting space. Located 
only 45 minutes from El Paso, Texas and Juarez, Mexico, 
near the majestic Organ Mountains, historic Old Mesilla and 
New Mexico State University, Hotel Encanto is the ideal 
lodging option for both personal and professional travel. 
Hotel Encanto is a proud member of Heritage Hotel and 
Resorts, Inc., which owns and manages select hotels that 
provide a rich, authentic cultural experience for its guests.

Jacobs Technology Inc.
P.O. Box 20
Las Cruces, NM 880047
www.nasa.gov/centers/wstf/home/index.html 

Jacobs Technology Inc. does rocket propulsion testing, 
materials and components testing, and flight hardware 
processing to NASA, the Department of Defense, and 
commercial customers.

EXHIBITOR INFORMATION
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Las Cruces Convention &  
Visitors Bureau 
211 N. Water Street
Las Cruces, NM 88001
www.lascrucescvb.org

The Las Cruces Convention & Visitors Bureau is a nonprofit 
city organization which falls under the Public Services 
Department and is funded by the lodgers tax collected 
from visitors staying in Las Cruces hotels, motels and RV 
parks. Our mission is to use the lodgers tax to help attract 
meetings, leisure and business travelers to Las Cruces 
in the most economic and efficient manner in order to 
stimulate the local economy.

City of Las Cruces
P.O. Box 20000
Las Cruces, NM 88004
http://www.las-cruces.org/

Las Cruces is the second largest city in New Mexico, 
with an estimated population of 90,000. It is a home rule 
municipality, which enables voters to adopt a home rule 
charter that acts as the city’s basic governing document 
over local issues; however, state law continues to prevail 
over statewide concerns.

The city operates under a council-manager form of 
government, with the city manager the only employee of 
the council. All 1,400 other city employees report to the 
city manager. The city council consists of six councilors 
and one mayor, who chairs the meetings. The mayor and 
city council serve staggered four-year terms.

The city of Las Cruces provides the following utilities 
services: Gas, water, wastewater and solid waste. It also 
operates the museums system, libraries, streets, senior 
programs, permitting, and recreation facilities and programs.

Las Cruces is Spanish for “the crosses,” a historic 
reference to crosses erected to symbolize gravesites of 
early settlers, or “crossroads,” since Las Cruces sits at the 
intersection of north-south, east-west travel.

Mesilla Valley Economic  
Development Alliance
P.O. Box 1299
505 S. Main, Suite 134
Las Cruces, NM 88004-1299
www.new-mexico-space-industry.com

The Mesilla Valley Economic Development Alliance 
(MVEDA) is a public/private sector economic development 
partnership that serves the Las Cruces MSA (Doña 
Ana County). MVEDA is the central point of contact for 
industries considering relocating and expanding into the 
area, providing the facts and assistance for evaluation. 
MVEDA provides the following services:

• Labor Market Analysis 

• Land Building Options 

• Financial Contacts 

• Job-Training and Employee Recruitment Assistance 

• Custom Research 

• Coordination of State and Local Assistance 

• Custom Site Tours 

• One-Stop Convenience

New Mexico Economic  
Development Partnership
851 University Boulevard, SE, Suite 200
Albuquerque, NM 87106
www.nmpartnership.com

The New Mexico Partnership is a public-private, non-profit 
entity created to recruit new businesses to New Mexico. 
We are a business-focused organization committed to 
providing value to companies considering relocating/
expanding to New Mexico. We provide a one-stop shop 
to deal with issues associated with site selection including 
identifying real estate and facilities; labor and demographic 
information; costs of doing business; information about tax 
rates, sources of project funding, state incentive packages; 
project specific research findings; and access to federal, 
state, and local contacts.

EXHIBITOR INFORMATION
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New Mexico Spaceport Authority
301 S. Church Street, Suite G
Las Cruces, NM 88001
www.spaceportamerica.com

The New Mexico Spaceport Authority will plan, develop 
and operate the first inland commercial spaceport. 
Spaceport America will provide vertical and horizontal 
launch services and facilities for the new generation of 
commercial and government space launch vehicles. Our 
goal is to achieve commercial vertical and horizontal 
launch programs, training, research and development, 
testing, entertainment, tourism, education and community 
relations as well as bringing related industry to New 
Mexico for economic growth. Spaceport America will 
attract global customers for suborbital flights.

Sierra County Economic  
Development Organization
P.O. Box 489 
Truth or Consequences, NM 87901 
www.scedo.org

Sierra County Economic Development Organization 
(SCEDO) is a non-profit organization and is the point of 
contact for businesses seeking information or assistance 
with relocation, expansion and also for those who are 
seeking to enter the Mexican Market in Sierra County, NM. 
SCEDO is dedicated to helping create a favorable working 
environment for Sierra County’s business community.

Space Lifestyle Magazine
1115 Almonte Avenue, Lower Unit
Grand Forks, ND 58201
www.spacelifestylemagazine.com

Space Lifestyle Magazine is a general interest consumer 
digital edition magazine on space and the space sector. 
We incorporate full feature stories, video and animation 
on all things space related. From the professional to those 
with a passing interest in things space, the digital edition 
allows readers to catch a quarterly perspective on space 
with their computer screen, iPhone, or iPod touch.

Spaceport Sweden
Esrange Space Center, Box 802, SE-98140
Kiruna Sweden 
www.spaceportsweden.com

Spaceport Sweden represents the combined expertise 
of several Kiruna-based Swedish companies whose 
successful development has earned them international 
respect. Their reputation for service consistently attracts 
attention with regards to aerospace operations, testing and 
tourism.

Spaceport Sweden is a co-operation between the Swedish 
Space Corporation, ICEHOTEL, Kiruna Airport and Kiruna’s 
business-development company Progressum.

The aim of Spaceport Sweden is to make Kiruna Europe’s 
first and most obvious place for personal suborbital 
spaceflight.

EXHIBITOR INFORMATION
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Special Aerospace Services
1630A 30th St Suite 593 
Boulder, CO 80301
www.specialaerospaceservices.com

Special Aerospace Services (SAS) is a newly formed 
aerospace Systems, Services, and Software company 
established by former highly experienced NASA, FAA, 
and Industry professionals. SAS provides effective space 
systems engineering, space systems, and flight software 
assurance/IV&V solutions to NASA, existing aerospace 
industry, and the emerging commercial spaceflight 
industry. Our team has worked on every successful U.S. 
Expendable Launch System, supported emerging launch 
systems through our FAA experienced staff, and have 
worked on existing and emerging space access solutions 
for NASA, Air Force, and US Government agencies.

Team 1st LLC
2033 Santa Ana Rd NE
Rio Rancho, NM 87144
www.team1stllc.com

Team 1st provides sales, training, and support for 
eInstruction products which include the Classroom 
Performance System (CPS), ExamView and ExamView 
Learning Series, and the InterWrite Pad, Board, and 
Workspace software. Our products advance student 
achievement through teamwork, collaboration and real-
time assessment. We provide immediate feedback at 
the classroom level as well as facilitating district-wide 
management of shortcycle assessments. Strategic 
implementation of eInstruction products has been shown 
to have a positive impact on a school’s AYP, Adequate 
Yearly Progress.

Verge Fund 
317 Commercial St. NE
Albuquerque, NM 87102 
www.vergefund.com 

Verge is a highly motivated venture capital fund that 
invests in seed-stage, high-growth ventures right here in 
New Mexico. This partnership focuses on opportunities 
at the earliest stages of their development, even if the 
business plan hasn’t been fully built out. Sure, there’s a 
certain amount of ambiguity at this stage, but there’s also 
the potential for a very high return. And the Principals at 
Verge know a little something about that.

Village of Hatch
P.O. Box 220
Hatch, NM 87937
www.villageofhatch.org

The Village of Hatch is located approximately 22 miles 
from Spaceport America and is the closest municipality to 
the Spaceport. The Governor’s office and the New Mexico 
Spaceport Authority has often referred to the Village as 
“the most aggressive and helpful community in support of 
Spaceport America”. As a rural Village of less than 2,000 
residents we must speak up to be heard. We are the home 
of the Internationally known Hatch Chile Festival drawing 
20,000+ visitors each year over Labor Day weekend and 
have recently achieved the status of a Certified Community in 
New Mexico indicating we are a business friendly community. 
Please visit our website or stop by our booth during ISPCS 
2008 to see what we might be able to do for you.

EXHIBITOR INFORMATION
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White Sands Missile Range
TE-DTC-WS-MT-B (B1504)
WSMR, NM 88002
www.wsmr.army.mil

White Sands Missile Range is 4 Million acre facility; 
controlled airspace; rocket propulsion; component/
whole body testing; flight safety; endo/exo-atmospheric 
launch; telemetry, radar, high-altitude optical tracking; 
meteorology; robotics; high wireless commo; vacuum/
altitude chamber; liq propellant; solar radiation/nuclear 
effects; unmanned aerial systems; EM interference; 
Climatic; Dynamics; Accredited Chemistry Lab; 
Coop(spaceport, universities, national lab, and Tech 
Corridor); Crew Explor Vehicle, sounding rocket; 
community launch programs; START Treaty compliant; 
Space Harbor Runway on-site; low fuel to reach orbit.

X PRIZE Foundation
1441 4th Street, Suite 200
Santa Monica, CA 90401
www.xprize.org

The X PRIZE Foundation is an educational nonprofit prize 
institute whose mission is to create radical breakthroughs 
for the benefit of humanity. In 2004, the Foundation 
captured the world’s attention when the world’s first 
private spaceship won the $10 million Ansari X PRIZE 
for suborbital spaceflight. The Foundation has since 
launched the $10 million Archon X PRIZE for Genomics, 
the $30 million Google Lunar X PRIZE, and the $10 
million Progressive Insurance Automotive X PRIZE. The 
Foundation is widely recognized as the leading model for 
fostering innovation through competition.

EXHIBITOR INFORMATION
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New Mexico Farm and Ranch Heritage Museum is 47 acres packed with real stories about real people. The interactive 
museum brings to life the 3,000-year history of farming and ranching in New Mexico. Exhibits include:

•  Real Cristales, Royal Crystals of La Granja, Spain: 
features about 70 pieces that were produced in a glass 
factory under the direction of the King of Spain. Most 
of the pieces were created around 1760 and were later 
sold in Mexico. The glassware of La Granja was of 
such superb quality that an Englishman wrote in 1786, 
“the glass manufacture is here carried to a degree of 
perfection unknown in England.” 

•  Shalam Colony, Dream in the Desert: In late October 1884, 
a group of two dozen men, women and children pitched 
their tents on a sandy piece of land at a prominent bend 
of the Rio Grande north of Las Cruces, about a mile west 
of the village of Dona Ana. It was here that they began to 
build the new “Children’s Land” called Shalam.

•  Keith Humphries, Stories of the Old West: The 
storytelling and paintings of the late Keith Humphries 
(1907-2002) provide insight into the Old West. 
Exhibit includes tales of life in the “Old West” told by 
stagecoach drivers, muleskinners, miners, cavalrymen 
and homesteaders. The exhibit combines Humphries’ 
paintings, excerpts from his book and artifacts from the 
museum’s collections. 

•  Antique Equipment Park: Dozens of farm implements 
line the pathways through this outdoor exhibit. The park 
includes threshing machines, hay rakes, cultivators, 
planters, and many other horse-drawn and tractor-pulled 
equipment. 

•  Watering Place: This unique sculpture by artist Armando 
Alvarez is dedicated to New Mexico agriculturalists. 
The sculpture is shaped like a water tank. The cut-out 
figures were inspired by photographs of New Mexico 
farm and ranch scenes. With this work, the artist makes 
a statement about the importance of water for farming, 
ranching and life in general. 

•  Skaggs Dairy Barn: Features exhibits that trace New 
Mexico’s unique and long history of dairy production. 
Milking demonstrations are held twice daily, at 11 a.m. 
and 3 p.m. 

•  Witte Cabin: Built in the early 1920s, the “cabin” was 
intended for use as a garage for Marcus Witte’s Model A. 
However, it became the blacksmith shop for the Witte ranch.

•  Generations: Exhibit takes visitors on an odyssey through 
150 generations over 3,000 years of agriculture in New 
Mexico. The exhibit uses the biographies of 33 people 
from New Mexico’s history – some famous, some not 
famous – to tell the story. It features ancient tools, a 
replica of a Mogollon pithouse, audio interviews and 
hands-on activities.

•  Peter Hurd’s charcoal studies: “Renowned New Mexico 
artist Peter Hurd created several charcoal studies to help 
create his 1952 mural, “The Future Belongs to Those 
Who Prepare for It.”

•  Farm Life in New Mexico, Then & Now: This exhibit 
features four major sections: “Moving Around,” “On the 
Farm,” “Home Sweet Home,” and “Going to Town.” This 
extensive exhibit is packed full of interesting objects from 
the museum’s collections and the design gives visitors 
the feeling of stepping into a historical environment.

•  Inside Story of the Roadside View: This exhibit focuses on 
contemporary agriculture in the Mesilla Valley. It provides 
a detailed look at irrigation, dairies, ranching and many of 
the crops that highway drivers see up and down the valley, 
such as onions, alfalfa, pecans, chili and cotton.

•  Historic Green Bridge: Formerly known as the Pecos 
River Bridge and the Rio Hondo Bridge. This historic 
bridge is a striking representation of the importance of 
rural transportation in New Mexico agriculture. 

•  Relics of the Industrial Revolution, The Art of Jeanne 
Rundell: These colorful, modern-style paintings of the 
rusted relics in the museum’s Antique Equipment Park.

NEW MEXICO FARM & RANCH HERITAGE MUSEUM
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We would like to recognize and thank the valuable sponsors who contribute  
to the success of ISPCS.

Title Sponsor
Arianespace Inc. (USA)
601 13th Street N.W., Suite 710 N.
Washington, D.C. 20005
www.arianespace.com

Session: One on One with Lon Rains, Editor of Space News 
Aerojet
PO Box 13222
Sacremento, CA 95813
www.aerojet.com

Keynote Speaker – Wednesday, October 22
Air Force Research Lab
3550 Aberdeen Avenue SE 
Kirtland AFB, NM 87117
www.kirtland.af.mil/afrl_vs/

Evening Reception – Wednesday, October 22
American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics (AIAA)
1801 Alexander Bell Drive, Suite 500
Reston, VA 20191
www.aiaa.org

Breakfast – Wednesday, October 22
CALCULEX
132 W. Las Cruces Ave
Las Cruces, NM 88001
www.calculex.com

SPONSORS
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Hospitality Suite
City of Las Cruces
P.O. Box 20000
Las Cruces, NM 88004
www.las-cruces.org

Digital Solutions
1100 S Main
Las Cruces, NM 88005
www.digitalsolutionslc.com  

Session: How Do Associations Stimulate Space Business?
EADS Astrium
34 AVENUE DU CHATEAU 
MEUDON FRANCE
www.astrium.eads.net

Session: Key Issues Related to the Eventual Success and 
Evolution of Vehicle Systems for Suborbital Human and 
Material Transportation and Key Issues Related to 
Evolution of Orbital Vehicles for Human Rated Spaceflight
El Paso Electric Company
100 N. Stanton St.
El Paso, TX 79901
www.epelectric.com

Session: Key Issues Related to Evolution of Orbital 
Vehicles for Human Rated Spaceflight
Exploration Architecture Corporation (XARC)
1400 El Camino Village Dr., Ste 805
Houston, TX 77058 
www.explorationarchitecture.com

Speaker Gifts
Hotel Encanto de Las Cruces
705 South Telshor Boulevard
Las Cruces, NM 88011
www.HotelEncanto.com

SPONSORS
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AM Break – Thursday, October 23
Jacobs Technology
PO Box 20
Las Cruces, NM 88004
www.nasa.gov/centers/wstf/home/index.html

Hospitality Suite
Las Cruces Convention & Visitors Bureau
211 N. Water Street
Las Cruces, NM 88001
www.lascrucescvb.org

Session: Tourism and Creativity Meet for Profit 
New Mexico Department of Tourism
491 Old Santa Fe Trail
Santa Fe, NM 87501
www.newmexico.org

Session: Positioning for Profit: Developing Business for 
Spaceports
New Mexico Economic Development Partnership
851 University Boulevard, SE Suite 200
Albuquerque, NM 87106
www.nmpartnership.com

Prodea Systems, Inc.
Corporate Headquarters
6101 W. Plano Parkway
Plano, TX 75093
www.prodeasystems.com

PM Break – Wednesday, October 22
Sierra County Economic Development Corporation
400 West 4th Street, PO Box 489
Truth or Consequences, NM 87901
www.scedo.org

SPONSORS
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Lunch – Thursday, October 23
Space Foundation
310 South 14th Street
Colorado Springs, CO 80904
www.spacefoundation.org

Session: Personal Spaceflight Industry Indicators
Space Lifestyle Magazine
1115 Almonte Avenue
Lower Unit
Grand Forks, ND 58201
www.spacelifestylemagazine.com

Media Sponsor
Space News
6883 Commercial Drive
Springfield, VA 22159
www.space.com/spacenews

Session: Positioning for Profit:  
Developing Business for Spaceports
New Mexico Spaceport Authority
301 S. Church Street Suite G
Las Cruces, NM 88001
www.spaceportamerica.com

AM Break – Wednesday, October 22
Spaceport Sweden
Esrange Space Center, Box 802, SE-98140
Kiruna Sweden 
www.spaceportsweden.com

PM Break – Thursday, October 23
Special Aerospace Services
1630A 30th St Suite 593 
Boulder, CO 80301
www.specialaerospaceservices.com

SPONSORS
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Classroom Performance System Tool (clickers)
Team 1st LLC
2033 Santa Ana Rd NE
Rio Rancho, NM 87144
www.team1stllc.com

The Bridge
Media Business Corp
165 South Union Blvd, Suite 280
Lakewood, CO 80228
www.thebridgemediagroup.com

Breakfast – Thursday, October 23
VERGE Fund
1155 University Blvd SE
Albuquerque, NM 87106
www.vergefund.com

Session: Personal Spaceflight Industry Indicators
Village of Hatch
PO Box 220
Hatch, NM 87937
www.villageofhatch.org

Dinner
X PRIZE Foundation
1441 4th Street, Suite 200
Santa Monica, CA 90401
www.xprize.org

Las Cruces Sun-News
256 W. Las Cruces Ave., PO Box 1749
Las Cruces, NM 88004
www.lcsun-news.com

SPONSORS
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Brett Alexander

Mr. Alexander is Executive Director for 
Space at the X PRIZE Foundation. Mr. 
Alexander leads the $30 million Google 
Lunar X PRIZE competition to land 
privately funded rovers on the Moon and 

the X PRIZE Cup, a space exhibition and demonstration. 
Brett joined the X PRIZE Foundation in May 2007.

Mr. Alexander also serves as President of the Personal 
Spaceflight Federation, the industry association of 
businesses and organizations working to make commercial 
human spaceflight a reality. Mr. Alexander is also Senior 
Advisor to Transformational Space Corporation (t/Space). 

Anousheh Ansari

Ms. Ansari has helped pioneer the 
commercial and personal space flight 
industry. Ms. Ansari and her family 
provided title sponsorship for the Ansari 
X Prize, a $10 million cash award for the 

first non-governmental organization to launch a reusable 
manned spacecraft into space twice within two weeks. 
Legendary aerospace designer Burt Rutan accomplished 
this feat in 2004. 

In September 2006, Ms. Ansari captured headlines around 
the world as the first female private space explorer and the 
first astronaut of Iranian descent. She earned a place in 
history as the fourth private space explorer.

Currently, Ms. Ansari is chairman, CEO and co-founder of 
Prodea Systems, a company that will unleash the power 
of the Internet to all consumers and dramatically alter and 
simplify consumer’s digital living experience.

She currently works to enable social entrepreneurs to bring 
about radical change globally. Through it all, Anousheh 
continues to quote Gandhi, one of her personal heroes, 
who said, “Be the change you want to see in the world.”

Dan Barry

Dr. Barry is a retired astronaut who 
completed three NASA spaceflights. 
During his three spaceflights, STS-
72(1996), STS-96 (1999) and STS-
105 (2001), Dr. Barry completed four 

spacewalks and spent a total of over 734 hours in space. 
After his time with NASA, Dr. Barry started his own robot 
building company, Denbar Robotics.

David Baylor

Mr. Baylor brings over 30 years of 
experience as a broadcast executive to 
the leadership of the North American 
Broadcasters Association (NABA). Mr. 
Baylor’s work history contains many 

“firsts.” In 1992, he was recruited as the 34th employee 
of DIRECTV, creating a television distribution arm for 
Hughes Electronics as they entered the direct-to-home 
satellite business. As DIRECTV’s Executive Vice-President, 
Technology and Operations, Mr. Baylor led technology 
and systems development and operations in the United 
States and Latin America. Under Mr. Baylor’s leadership, 
DIRECTV was awarded three Technical Emmy Awards, and 
he was named Black Engineer of the Year in 1997 for his 
career achievements.

SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES
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Michael Beavin

Mr. Beavin joined the Office of Space Commercialization 
at NOAA in May 2006 as a Senior Program Analyst. Mr. 
Beavin came to the Office of Space Commercialization 
from the Satellite Industry Association (SIA) where he was 
the Director of Government Affairs and focused on the 
association’s legislative and policy issues within Congress 
and the Administration. Before working at SIA, Mr. 
Beavin worked for the American Institute of Aeronautics 
and Astronautics (AIAA) where he was the Director of 
Government Relations and Public Policy. 

Mr. Beavin also served on the majority staff of the U.S. 
House of Representatives Committee on Science, 
Subcommittee on Space and Aeronautics. In this position 
he was responsible for overseeing the committee’s 
authorization of the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration fiscal year budget and the FAA Research, 
Engineering, and Development budget. 

Michael Blum

Mr. Blum is the Founder and Managing 
Director of Hong Kong-based Repulse 
Bay Capital Ltd. and is the Co-President 
and Chief Operating Officer at Research 
Edge, LLC. Prior to starting Repulse Bay 

Capital Ltd., he was Founder and Chief Operating Officer 
of Falconhenge Partners, LLC. The firm was integrated into 
Magnetar Capital in April 2006, where Mr. Blum led several 
international expansion efforts.

Prior to working on Wall Street, Mr. Blum spent 7 years 
in Silicon Valley where he began his career at frog 
design, exploring opportunities for the firm in the venture 
capital arena. Later he joined PayPal, the world’s leading 
electronic payment system, where he initially served as 
Country Manager, Germany and eventually oversaw the 
firm’s business in Asia and the Pacific. PayPal sold to eBay 
for $1.5B in 2002.

Kevin Bowcutt

Dr. Bowcutt is a Boeing Senior Technical 
Fellow (STF) and Chief Scientist of 
Hypersonics for The Boeing Company, 
with 25 years of experience. He 
currently leads hypersonic vehicle 

MDO system development for Boeing; leads Boeing’s 
technical participation in the Hypersonic International 
Flight Research Experimentation (HIFiRE) program - a 
collaborative hypersonic flight experiment program 
involving AFRL, several Australian entities and Boeing; and 
leads several hypersonic vehicle concept design projects. 

Dr. Bowcutt’s most recent activities include working to 
form a multi-national alliance to develop a hypersonic 
space and global transportation system, and serving 
as the STF Advisor for the Boeing Enterprise Platform 
Performance Technology Domain.

Tom Burton

Dr. Burton is Department Head of 
Mechanical & Aerospace Engineering 
at New Mexico State University. He 
received his BS degree from Caltech, 
with a major in Aeronautics, and his MS 

and PhD degree in Mechanical Engineering & Applied 
Mechanics from the University of Pennsylvania. 

Dr. Burton was an aerospace engineer at General Electric 
Company, Missile & Space Division, Valley Forge, PA from 
1969-1977, where he worked on reentry vehicle dynamics 
& targeting. 

Since 1977 he has held academic positions at Washington 
State University, Texas Tech University, & NMSU. His 
research has been in the areas of nonlinear structural 
dynamics & vibrations, perturbation methods, & chaotic 
dynamics. He has served on predictive simulation review 
panels at Sandia National Lab & Los Alamos National Lab. 

Dr. Burton is responsible for development of the new 
Aerospace Engineering program at NMSU.

SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES
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Michael Cerletti 

Mr. Cerletti was the managing partner 
and co-developer of several hotels in 
Santa Fe, Albuquerque and Los Alamos 
including La Posada, Hotel St. Francis 
and The Plaza Real, all in Santa Fe, La 

Posada de Albuquerque and the Los Alamos Inn. 

In 1990 while serving as co founder and president of 
Southwest Hospitality Group in Santa Fe, Mr. Cerletti was 
asked by incoming Governor Bruce King to serve as the 
first Secretary of Tourism for the state of New Mexico. 

Mr. Cerletti has served as Cabinet Secretary since  
March 2004.

Carissa Christensen

Ms. Christensen is a founder and 
Managing Partner of The Tauri Group, 
an analytic and engineering consulting 
firm based in Alexandria, Virginia. 
She is an expert on the economic, 

market, technology, and policy issues associated with 
the commercial space industry. She has provided an 
independent viewpoint based on rigorous analysis and 
realistic characterizations of trends for senior executives in 
a wide range of organizations including major aerospace 
firms, start-up ventures, NASA, FAA, and the US military. 

Ms. Christensen has led the industry in innovative analysis 
of demand for space services and technology planning 
and has published extensively. She has been instrumental 
in creating data resources to aid business decision-makers 
that have become industry standards. 

Barden Cleeland

Ms. Cleeland is a student at the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
pursing a degree in Aeronautical and 
Astronautical Engineering with a minor 
in Management Science. Through 

funding by the International Symposium for Personal 
and Commercial Spaceflight, this summer she held an 
internship at the Personal Spaceflight Federation, a 
Washington industry group for commercial spaceflight 
companies. While working at the Federation, she 
specialized in researching training and medical issues for 
passengers on suborbital commercial spaceflight, working 
closely with the Training-Medical Committee. In the future 
she hopes to pursue a graduate degree in Space Policy or 
Astronautical Engineering. 

Doug Comstock

Mr. Comstock is the director of NASA’s 
Innovative Partnerships Program (IPP). 
The IPP provides leveraged technology 
for NASA’s mission directorates, 
programs and projects through 

investments and technology partnerships with industry, 
academia, government agencies and national laboratories. 

Mr. Comstock also is responsible for directing the IPP 
portfolio of technology investments and partnering 
mechanisms including Small Business Innovative 
Research, Small Business Technology Transfer Research, 
the Centennial Challenges and the Innovative Partnerships 
Seed Fund. Additionally, he is responsible for intellectual 
property management and technology transfer that 
will provide broad societal benefits from the nation’s 
investment in NASA’s space and aeronautics missions, 
and for encouraging and facilitating partnerships with the 
emerging commercial space sector including the agency’s 
purchase of emerging commercial services.

SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES
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Waded Cruzado

Dr. Cruzado has been appointed 
Interim President at New Mexico State 
University. In her new role, she will 
continue to bring her vision, dedication to 
the land-grant mission, strategic planning 

and thinking, commitment to diversity, and focus on 
students and academic excellence that she applied in her 
current and past positions at the institution. 

Dr. Cruzado received her Ph.D. in Humanities from the 
University of Texas-Arlington in 1990. 

Her previous administrative and academic experience was 
acquired at the University of Puerto Rico-Mayagüez (UPRM).

Klaus Dannenberg

Dr. Dannenberg is the Chief Strategy 
and Information Officer of the 
American Institute of Aeronautics and 
Astronautics (AIAA). In this capacity, 
he has responsibility for the Institute’s 

strategic direction in the changing 21st century global 
aerospace marketplace. In addition, as CIO he is leading 
AIAA’s efforts to upgrade and modernize the information 
technology capabilities on which all of the Institute’s 
business processes depend. 

Dr. Dannenberg has a Ph.D. in Electrical Engineering 
from SMU and an MS and BS from Auburn University, 
in Electrical Engineering and Aerospace Engineering 
respectively.

Ken Davidian

Mr. Davidian currently works for the 
Exploration Systems Mission Directorate 
(ESMD) at NASA Headquarters in 
Washington, D.C., leading the ESMD 
Commercial Development Policy efforts.

In 2004, a move to Washington, D.C. provided Mr. Davidian 
the opportunity to work on Centennial Challenges, NASA’s 
prize program. He started as a contractor, working for 
WBB/DMG, and then reentered civil service when he was 
hired by NASA Headquarters in 2006, becoming both 
the Program Manager for Centennial Challenges and the 
ESMD Commercial Development Policy leader.

Luke Davis

Mr. Davis is a recent graduate of 
the International Space University in 
Strasbourg, France. Before attending 
ISU, he was a Captain in the U.S. Air 
Force where he most-recently worked 

in space operations management, research, international 
affairs, and ITAR programs. His most recent research has 
been in suborbital point-to-point transportation systems 
and spaceport utilization. He currently serves as judge 
for the Pete Conrad Spirit of Innovation Awards and is a 
member of the Business 2.0 Influentials Panel.

SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES
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Peter Diamandis

Dr. Diamandis is a pioneer & leader in 
the commercial space arena. In the past 
25 years he started more than a dozen 
leading non-profit & for-profit space 
organizations. Dr. Diamandis is best 

known as Founder & Chairman of the X PRIZE Foundation, 
whose $10 million Ansari X PRIZE sparked the birth of the 
personal spaceflight industry. 

Dr. Diamandis is also a founder of the International 
Space University (ISU), Co-founder and Chairman of 
Rocket Racing League, Co-founder of Space Adventures, 
Chairman & Chief Executive Officer of Zero Gravity 
Corporation, Co-founder of the Space Generation 
Foundation, & Founder of the Students for Exploration & 
Development of Space (SEDS).

Bob Dickman

Mr. Dickman is the Executive Director of 
the American Institute of Aeronautics and 
Astronautics, a professional membership 
technical society. 

Mr. Dickman entered the Air Force in 1966 as a 
distinguished graduate of the ROTC program at Union 
College, Schenectady, N.Y. His career spans the space 
business from basic research in particle physics to 
command of the 45th Space Wing and Director of the 
Eastern Range at Cape Canaveral, FL. He served as the 
Air Force’s Director of Space Programs, the Department of 
Defense Space Architect and the senior military officer at 
the National Reconnaissance Office. 

Mr. Dickman has graduate degrees in Space Physics and 
Management and is a distinguished graduate of the Air 
Command and Staff College and the Naval War College. 
He has received the Defense and Air Force Distinguished 
Service Medals, the Air Force Exceptional Civilian Service 
award and the National Reconnaissance Office Gold Medal.

Patricia Grace Smith

Ms. Smith served as Associate 
Administrator for Commercial Space 
Transportation for the Federal Aviation 
Administration, U.S. Department of 
Transportation, where for eleven years 

(ending February 2008) she headed the line of business 
responsible for licensing, regulating, and promoting the 
U.S. commercial space transportation industry.

Jeff Greason

Mr. Greason has more than 16 years 
experience managing innovative technical 
project teams at XCOR Aerospace, Rotary 
Rocket and Intel Corporation. As president 
and a co-founder of XCOR, he leads the 

engineering team that has developed over 15 different long-
life, highly-reusable liquid-fueled rocket engines, the low-cost 
liquid propellant piston pump, and manned reusable rocket 
aircraft – the EZ-Rocket and the prototype Rocket Racer.

Mr. Greason is the co-inventor of XCOR’s Nonburnite™ 
technology, which combines aerospace fabrication practices 
with materials common in the semiconductor industry. Mr. 
Greason fabricated the first exploratory materials coupons in 
2002 and is still directly supervising the coupon development 
work taking place at XCOR. He is intimately familiar with every 
aspect of the materials development to date.

Greason was cited by Time magazine in 2001 as one of the 
“Inventors of the Year” for his team’s work on the EZ-Rocket. 
He holds 18 U.S. patents. He graduated with honors from 
the California Institute of Technology in Pasadena.
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Terri Griffin

Ms. Griffin has more than 25 years of 
experience in management, marketing, 
business development and engineering. 
She is currently president of Albers, 
Inc, a company focused on marketing, 

management and consulting in the technology and space 
industries. 

In addition to her role at Albers, Inc., Ms. Griffin is the 
personal business manager for Anousheh Ansari, the first 
female private space tourist. During Anousheh’s historic 
flight in September 2006, Ms. Griffin was responsible for 
Anousheh’s PR, daily communication and coordination 
working directly with NASA and the Russian Space 
Agency. Ms. Griffin currently handles Anousheh’s 
marketing, public relations and business affairs related to 
the commercialization of space, educational endeavors 
and her personal business initiatives. 

Ms. Griffin holds a bachelor’s degree in mathematics 
and a minor in computer science from Stephen F. Austin 
University in Texas.

Marty Hauser

Mr. Hauser is the Space Foundation’s 
vice president, Washington Operations, 
Research & Analysis. He leads the 
Foundation’s enterprise that provides 
balanced and objective data and analysis 

for and about the civil, commercial, and national security 
space community. Mr. Hauser is a retired Air Force colonel 
who served at the Pentagon in several different positions 
within the Office of the Secretary of Defense and the 
Office of the Secretary of the Air Force.  He also was the 
primary Department of Defense spokesperson for the 
Space Shuttle Challenger accident, recovery, and return to 
flight. He earned a Bachelor of General Studies degree in 
broadcast management and organizational communication 
from Ohio University and a Master of Arts degree in mass 
communication from the University of Oklahoma.

Jim Hayoe

Mr. Hayhoe worked for 33 years as 
a Program Manager & Engineering 
Manager for Westinghouse Electric 
Corp then Northrop Grumman Corp 
in Baltimore, Maryland. He is currently 

a consultant to Soldering Technology International, 
Inc providing missile testing and flight test support to 
Northrop Grumman Corp at White Sands Missile Range, 
an economic development consultant for the Village of 
Hatch, NM assisting in developing NM Spaceport-related 
business opportunities, a Board Member of the Las 
Cruces Public Schools Foundation, a Charter Member 
of the NMSU Space Development Foundation, and a 
past member of the Las Cruces Chapter of SCORE (an 
organization of retired executives) providing business skills 
to small emerging businesses.

Korey Hosack

Mr. Hosack originally became interested 
in nuclear physics through his father’s 
work at LANL. Currently a senior in 
the Nuclear Engineering program at 
University of New Mexico, Mr. Hosack 

plans to continue his studies in graduate school. 

Pat Hynes

Dr. Hynes currently serves as the 
director for the New Mexico Space 
Grant Consortium (NMSGC) and 
the NASA Experimental Program 
to Stimulate Competitive Research 

program headquartered at New Mexico State University 
in Las Cruces, New Mexico. She is also the chair of the 
International Symposium for Personal and Commercial 
Spaceflight (ISPCS), and the Executive Director of the 
Space Development Foundation. 
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In 1991, Dr. Hynes began her involvement in what is 
now Spaceport America, under construction just north 
of Las Cruces, New Mexico. She was the Director of the 
Center for Aerospace Science, Technology and Education 
(CASTE) which was established early in the state’s 
spaceport efforts to create a focal point for research and 
education related to inland spaceport development. 

ISPCS is another strategic effort to grow the community 
involved in personal and commercial spaceflight and 
engage the research universities in this growing business. 
Therefore, faculty and students play an increasing 
role in this symposium. Dr. Hynes founded the Space 
Development Foundation to support summer internships 
for students from across the globe in businesses related to 
personal and commercial spaceflight. 

Bengt Jaegtnes

Mr. Jaegtnes is the CEO of Progressum, 
the business development company 
of Kiruna in Swedish Lapland, which 
is the home of Spaceport Sweden. 
Progressum’s role is to develop existing 

and new businesses by connecting with global partners, 
based on the fantastic natural resources, state-of-the-art 
skills and unique adventures Kiruna has to offer.

From the beginning, Mr. Jaegtnes has been one of 
the driving forces behind Spaceport Sweden. He is 
instrumental in developing strategies, setting up business 
models and coordinating the players. In addition, Mr. 
Jaegtnes is a member of the board of the Swedish 
National Space Forum.

Tom Koslowski

Mr. Koslowski is an expert in urban design, planning, 
place-making and mixed-use real estate development. Mr. 
Koslowski held key executive positions responsible for 
master plan strategy, development and implementation for 
Battery Park City Authority in New York and Walt Disney 
Imagineering in California. 

His projects include Battery Park City and World 
Financial Center, the Disneyland Resort Expansion, Hong 
Kong Disneyland Resort and Ocean Park Hong Kong 
Redevelopment, as well as tourism, resort, entertainment 
and development strategies for large-scale projects in the 
U.S.A., China, Korea, Malaysia and the UAE. Mr. Koslowski 
is an expert in high-profile mixed-use planning, entitlement 
processes and directing complex inter-disciplinary 
development teams. Mr. Koslowski obtained his Master’s 
degree from Harvard University.

Alan Ladwig

Mr. Ladwig is currently serving as 
the Manager of Space Systems for 
Whitney, Bradley and Brown, Inc. 
(WBB Consulting). In this capacity he 
is responsible for developing a new 

business unit dedicated to technical and consulting 
services for the civil and commercial space sectors.

Prior to joining WBB, Mr. Ladwig was the Manager of 
NASA and Civil Space Programs for the Integrated 
Systems Sector at Northrop Grumman where he directed 
marketing and sales activities in pursuit of contracts for 
NASA human space flight programs.

Mr. Ladwig served as the Chief Operating Officer for 
the ZERO Gravity Corporation, a space tourism and 
entertainment company offering commercial parabolic 
(weightless) flights to the public on a Boeing 727 aircraft. 
He was also the Assistant to the Chairman and Vice 
President for Washington Operations of Space.com, a 
multimedia company headquartered in New York City 
dedicated to space-related content. 
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Steve Landeene

Mr. Landeene is the Executive Director 
for the New Mexico Spaceport Authority 
(NMSA), Mr. Landeene brings a unique 
engineering and business perspective 
to his position. Mr. Landeene uses his 

substantial experience to lead New Mexico’s strategy, 
marketing and business development efforts for Spaceport 
America, and is responsible for the strategic direction of 
the project.

Mr. Landeene’s academic background includes a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Aeronautical/Astronomical 
Engineering from the University of Illinois, and an MBA 
from Arizona State University. In addition, Mr. Landeene 
has earned Six Sigma/Greenbelt Certification from the 
Thunderbird School of International Management: Global 
Business program. He also holds a Six Sigma Black Belt 
for Leadership, and received the Quest for Excellence: 
Steve Loranger President’s Award for IntelliStart.

Patrick W. McCarthy

Mr. McCarthy is currently Director, 
Spaceport Operations for Space 
Florida. Mr. McCarthy leads Space 
Florida’s launch programs as their 
technical point of contact, providing 

process guidance related to launch vehicle, Spaceport, 
and Range Operations. Mr. McCarthy has utilized his 
extensive expertise in the operational arena to revamp 
Space Florida’s interface procedures with the U.S. 
Air Force Eastern Range to smooth the flight safety 
analysis and launch approval processes for existing and 
potential commercial and educational customers. Mr. 
McCarthy was a catalyst for this effort, resulting in the 
Customer Assistance Service Program for the Eastern 
Range (CASPER), an integral part of implementing a key 
recommendation of the Governor’s Commission on the 
Future of Space and Aeronautics in Florida.

Mr. McCarthy earned a B.S. in Aviation Management from 
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University, Daytona Beach, 
Fla. and is drafting his Master’s Thesis in Space Systems 
Management for Webster University, St. Louis.

Delano Lewis, Sr.

Ambassador Lewis, a native Kansan, 
received a Bachelors Degree from 
the University of Kansas in 1960 
and a Juris Doctorate Degree from 
Washburn University School of Law, 

Topeka Kansas in 1963. Mr. Lewis served ten years in 
the Federal Government from 1963 until 1973. He served 
as an attorney with the Dept. of Justice; as an attorney 
in the Office of Compliance in the Equal Employment 
Opportunity Commission; Associate Director of the US 
Peace Corps in Nigeria and Country Director of US Peace 
Corps in Uganda; Legislative Assistant to US Senator 
Edward W. Brooke of Massachusetts and Chief of Staff for 
Delegate Walter Fauntroy of the District of Columbia. 

William Mitchell

Mr. Mitchell started Environmental 
Tectonics Corporation (ETC) as a young 
man. Mr. Mitchell, now ETC’s President 
and CEO, first made the acquaintance 
of the man who would become his friend 

and mentor, Al Richman, a prominent advertising executive 
in Philadelphia. Richman and his wife encouraged the 
young physicist to explore books & new fields of study as 
he completed his education at Drexel University. Richman 
spent many evenings introducing his young friend to the 
people who would eventually support Mr. Mitchell’s start 
up business. In 1969, at the age of twenty-six, Mr. Mitchell 
had gathered enough backing to lay the foundation for 
what would become ETC.
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Clay Mowry

Mr. Mowry became the president of the 
Washington, D.C.-based Arianespace, 
Inc., in August 2001. As the head of 
the Arianespace’s U.S. subsidiary, he is 
responsible for managing the company’s 

sales, marketing, government relations and corporate 
communications. Mr. Mowry brings to Arianespace 
extensive experience in government and the commercial 
satellite industry.

Mr. Mowry received a Master of Business of Administration 
(MBA) from Georgetown University in Washington, D.C., 
and a Bachelor of Arts (BA) in politics and government 
from Ohio Wesleyan University in Delaware, Ohio. 

In addition to his work at Arianespace, Inc., Mr. Mowry 
currently serves as a member of the board of directors for 
the Society of Satellite Professionals International and the 
American Astronautical Society. He is also a member of 
the International Institute of Space Law.

Diane Murphy

Ms. Murphy comes to SpaceX from 
Northrop Grumman Corporation where 
she led communications for their 
Space Technology Sector. Previously, 
she served as Vice President of 

Communications for EADS North America, the US holding 
company for the world’s second largest aerospace and 
defense company. 

George Nield

Dr. Nield serves as the Associate 
Administrator for Commercial Space 
Transportation at the FAA. He has over 
30 years of aerospace experience with 
the Air Force, at NASA, and in private 

industry. Dr. Nield came to the FAA from the Orbital 
Sciences Corporation, where he served as Senior Scientist 
for the Advanced Programs Group.

His previous assignments include working as an Astronautical 
Engineer at the Space and Missile Systems Organization, a 
Flight Test Engineer at the Air Force Flight Test Center, and 
an Assistant Professor and Research Director at the USAF 
Academy. He was the Manager of the Flight Integration Office 
for the Space Shuttle Program at the NASA Johnson Space 
Center, and later worked on both the Shuttle/Mir Program 
and the International Space Station Program.

Gary Payton

Mr. Payton is the Deputy Under 
Secretary of the Air Force for Space 
Programs, Washington, D.C. He provides 
guidance, direction and oversight for 
the formulation, review and execution 

of military space programs. This includes oversight of all 
space and space-related acquisition plans, strategies and 
assessments for research, development, test, evaluation 
and space-related industrial base issues. 

Mr. Payton has also served as NASA’s Deputy Associate 
Administrator for Space Transportation Technology where 
he initiated, planned and led the Reusable Launch Vehicle 
technology demonstration program, which included the 
X-33, X-34, X-37 and DC-XA flight test projects. His 
responsibilities included program formulation, budget 
preparation and program advocacy with Congress, 
the White House, the Department of Defense and the 
media. For two years he was the Senior Vice President 
of Engineering and Operations for ORBIMAGE, a leading 
global provider of Earth imagery products and services. 

SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES



43

Lon Rains

Mr. Rains has been the editor of Space 
News since 1993 and is responsible for 
all news and editorial coverage in the 
paper and on its Web site. He joined the 
original staff of Space News in October 

1989 as the Advanced Technology and Soviet space 
program reporter.

Prior to Space News, Mr. Rains was with the Journal 
newspapers, a chain of dailies serving the Washington, 
D.C. suburbs. He has worked as a journalist since 1982 
and has won reporting awards for editorial writing, spot 
news and public service journalism.

Robert Richards

Mr. Richards is Vice President and 
Program Director of the Commercial 
Orbital Transportation Services (COTS) 
for the Advanced Programs Group at 
Orbital Sciences Corporation. Orbital is 

commercially developing a new space transportation system 
in a three-year cooperative effort with NASA’s Johnson 
Space Center to provide cargo re-supply to the International 
Space Station (ISS). The COTS program will involve full-
scale development and flight demonstration of a commercial 
cargo delivery system and will complement Russian, 
European, and Japanese ISS cargo vehicles. Orbital’s COTS 
solution includes both the Taurus II medium-class launch 
vehicle and the Cygnus cargo delivery spacecraft. 

Gwynne Shotwell

Ms. Shotwell is the Vice President 
of Business Development for Space 
Exploration Technologies. As one of the 
founding members, her responsibilities 
include developing the customer base 

for SpaceX vehicles, managing strategic relationships, and 
booking the 14 flights currently on the SpaceX manifest. 
Prior to joining, she spent ten years at the Aerospace 
Corporation and four years as Director of the Space 
Systems Division at Microcosm, Inc.

Ms. Shotwell received, with honors, her Bachelor’s 
and Master’s Degree from Northwestern University in 
Mechanical Engineering and Applied Mathematics. 

Michael Simpson

Dr. Simpson has been the President of 
the International Space University since 
2004. An internationalist by education 
and inclination, Dr. Simpson’s academic 
career extends over 25 years and two 

continents. He has been president of Utica College and 
the American University of Paris with a combined total of 
fifteen years of experience as an academic chief executive 
officer. He has taught courses in political science, 
international relations, business management, leadership 
and economics at Universities in both the United States of 
America and France. 

Dr. Simpson completed his Ph.D. at Tufts University, The 
Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy, holds the Master 
of Business Administration from Syracuse University; and 
two Master of Arts degrees from The Fletcher School. He 
has also completed two prestigious one year courses in 
Europe: the French advanced defense institute (Institut 
des Hautes Études de Défense Nationale) and the General 
Course of the London School of Economics.
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George Sowers

Mr. Sowers is Vice President of Business 
Development & Advanced Programs 
for United Launch Alliance (ULA) 
headquartered in Denver, Colorado. In 
this role, Mr. Sowers is responsible for 

strategic planning, advanced technology and concept 
development and new business acquisition efforts. 

Mr. Sowers received his bachelor of science degree in 
physics from Georgia Tech in 1980 and his PhD in physics 
from the University of Colorado in 1988.

Jeffery Sutton

Dr. Jeffrey P. Sutton, M.D., Ph.D., is 
President and Institute Director of the 
National Space Biomedical Research 
Institute (NSBRI). NSBRI is the leading 
U.S. institute focused on developing 

solutions to health-related problems associated with 
long-duration human space exploration. The Institute 
partners with NASA and supports science, technology and 
education at more than 70 universities across the country. 
NSBRI also has extensive partnerships with industry, U.S. 
government programs and international collaborators.

Dr. Sutton is also the Director of the Center for Space 
Medicine at Baylor College of Medicine, and is affiliated 
with the Harvard-MIT Division of Health Science and 
Technology at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.

In addition to his medical and specialty training, Dr. 
Sutton earned a masters degree in medical science and a 
doctorate in theoretical physics. 

Robert Walker

Mr. Walker as Chairman of Wexler & 
Walker, represents clients with an insider’s 
knowledge based on decades of high-
level government experience. Recognized 
as one of Washington’s leading political 

strategists, Mr. Walker is a Bush Administration confidante 
and former Republican Congressman. He was cited as a 
top Washington lobbyist by The Hill newspaper and as a 
“superstar lobbyist” by Financial Wire.

Congressman Walker retired from the US House of 
Representatives after 20 years of service for Pennsylvania’s 
16th District.

Doug Weathers

Mr. Weathers was six years old, when 
watched Neil Armstrong step onto the 
Moon. He’s been a space enthusiast ever 
since. In 1993, he attended a test flight 
of the DCX rocket, but still saw no way 

to work in the space field. In 2006, after learning about the 
plans for the New Mexico Spaceport, he took a leap of 
faith and left 20 years of work in the computer industry to 
move to Las Cruces. A few months later, he was enrolled in 
the new NMSU Aerospace Engineering program. He now 
hopes to be one of the first to graduate from it.
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Hugues LAPORTE-WEYWADA

Mr. LAPORTE-WEYWADA’s career, 
dedicated to Launch Vehicles and Rocket 
Propulsion, started in 1981 in CNES 
during ARIANE 5 development, where he 
took various positions in Launch Vehicle 

System design, and became Head of VULCAIN Cryogenic 
engine development programme, then Head of ARIANE 5 
Cryogenic Main Stage development.

In 2000 he left technical and programme activities to 
join EADS Headquarter (Paris / Munich), in the Merger 
Integration team created for Aerospatiale – DASA – CASA 
Merger.

He came back to Space in 2002, leading ARIANE activities 
in EADS as Head of ASTRIUM Launcher Business line 
following ARIANE Flight 517 failure. After successful return 
to flight early 2006, he was appointed as ASTRIUM Deputy 
Chief Technical Officer, particularly in charge of Suborbital 
Space Plane programme preparation.

He graduated from French Engineer school Sup’Aéro, is 
50, married with 4 children. As a private pilot, he flies a fifty 
years old Morane Saulnier Aircraft.

George Whitesides

Mr. Whitesides is the Executive Director 
of the National Space Society, and 
serves as Senior Advisor to Virgin 
Galactic. NSS is one of the largest 
grassroots space advocacy groups, with 

roughly 20,000 members. Virgin Galactic, founded by Sir 
Richard Branson, is a new space venture established to 
expand access to private space travel. 

Mr. Whitesides serves as Chairman of the Reusable 
Launch Vehicle Working Group for the FAA’s Commercial 
Space Transportation Advisory Committee.  

Robert Wyatt

Mr. Wyatt show producer, creative 
manager, collaborator and project 
development stratagist. Mr. Wyatt has 
spent the last 15 years helping clients 
create one of a kind tourist destinations 

and attractions for projects worldwide. 

Currently Mr. Wyatt has been helping his Dubailand clients 
develop the largest resort & leisure destination in the 
UAE. Mr. Wyatt most recently worked as Vice President 
of Entertainment and Development for BRC Imagination 
Arts where he led development for projects like Freej 
Dubailand, 57Centrum, Shuttle Launch Experience - KSC, 
SpacePort Shenyang, Beverly Springs, Niagara Experience 
Center, Sentosa Island Resort, 007 Spy School, Arizona 
Science Center, and Aquarium of the Pacific. 
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NOTES





New Mexico State University is the lead institution for 

the New Mexico Space Grant Consortium. We boast 

nationally ranked programs such as engineering and an 

externally funded research portfolio that exceeds $150 

million annually. Our research and applied research and 

development programs include the Physical Science 

Laboratory, which interacts with defense, NASA and 

homeland security organizations. It adds up to serious 

advancements in science benefiting the space industry 

today and far into the future.

nmsu.edu • 575-646-0111

Research and development

Nanosatellite engineering

Micro-gravity program

 The
 future
    starts here.


